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On November  2,  2004,  t he Of f i ce of  Lawyer  Regul at i on ( OLR)  

f i l ed a pet i t i on seeki ng t o amend Supr eme Cour t  Rul es 21. 06,  

21. 07,  21. 10,  21. 11,  22. 04 and 22. 25 r el at i ng t o di st r i ct  

commi t t ees wi t hi n t he l awyer  r egul at i on syst em.   

A publ i c hear i ng on t he pet i t i on was conduct ed on Apr i l  13,  

2005.   At  t he ensui ng open admi ni st r at i ve conf er ence t he cour t  

vot ed unani mousl y t o adopt  t he pet i t i on wi t h cer t ai n mi nor  

modi f i cat i ons,  ef f ect i ve t he dat e of  t hi s or der ,  as f ol l ows:  

Section 1.  SCR 22. 001 ( 9m)  i s cr eat ed t o r ead as f ol l ows:  

22. 001 ( 9m)  " Publ i c member "  means an i ndi v i dual  who i s 

el i gi bl e t o vot e i n t he st at e of  Wi sconsi n,  but  who i s not  a 

member  of  t he st at e bar  of  Wi sconsi n.  
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Section 2.   21. 06 ( 1)  of  t he Supr eme Cour t  Rul es i s amended 

t o r ead:   

21. 06 ( 1)  A di s t r i ct  commi t t ee i n each of  t he st at e bar  

di st r i ct s est abl i shed under  SCR 10. 05 ( 2)  consi st s of  l awyer s 

and nonl awyer spubl i c member s appoi nt ed by t he supr eme cour t .  The 

number  of  member s of  each commi t t ee shal l  be i n pr opor t i on t o 

t he geogr aphi c and popul at i on s i ze of  t he di st r i ct ,  and t  .   To 

t he ext ent  f easi bl e,  at  l east  one- t hi r d and pr ef er abl y t wo-

f i f t hs,  of  t he member s shal l  be nonl awyer spubl i c member s.   

Member s ser ve st agger ed 3- year  t er ms.   A member  may ser ve not  

mor e t han 3 consecut i ve 3- year  t er ms.  

Section 3.   21. 07 ( 1)  and ( 2)  of  t he Supr eme Cour t  Rul es 

ar e amended t o r ead:   

21. 07 ( 1)  The 14- member  pr el i mi nar y r evi ew commi t t ee 

consi st s of  9 l awyer s and 5 nonl awyer spubl i c member s appoi nt ed 

by t he supr eme cour t .   Member s ser ve st agger ed 3- year  t er ms.   A 

member  may ser ve not  mor e t han 2 consecut i ve 3- year  t er ms.  

21. 07 ( 2)  The pr el i mi nar y r evi ew commi t t ee,  havi ng a quor um 

of  8 member s,  i s  compr i sed of  2 7- member  panel s,  each havi ng at  

l east  4 l awyer s and 2 nonl awyer spubl i c member s and a quor um of  4 

member s.  The chai r per son of  t he pr el i mi nar y r evi ew commi t t ee 

shal l  desi gnat e t he member s of  each panel  and shal l  devi se and 

i mpl ement  a r ot at i on syst em by whi ch each member  of  t he 

commi t t ee ser ves on each panel  dur i ng each 3- year  per i od.  
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Section 4.   21. 10 ( 1)  of  t he Supr eme Cour t  Rul es i s amended 

t o r ead:  

21. 10 ( 1)  The 12- member  boar d of  admi ni st r at i ve over si ght  

of  t he l awyer  r egul at i on syst em consi st s of  8 l awyer s and 4 

nonl awyer spubl i c member s appoi nt ed by t he supr eme cour t .   

Member s ser ve st agger ed t hr ee- year  t er ms.   A member  may ser ve 

not  mor e t han t wo consecut i ve t hr ee- year  t er ms.  

Section 5.  21. 11 ( 2)  of  t he Supr eme Cour t  Rul es i s amended 

t o r ead:   

21. 11 ( 2)  The di r ect or  shal l  pr ovi de f or mal  t r ai ni ng i n 

pr ocedur al  and subst ant i ve et hi cs r ul es t o t he member s of  t he 

di st r i ct  commi t t ees.   Commi t t ee member s shal l  at t end at  l east  

one t r ai ni ng sessi on wi t hi n t he f i r st  year  of  appoi nt ment  as a 

condi t i on of  appoi nt ment ,  unl ess t he di r ect or  ext ends t he t i me 

t o f ul f i l l  t he t r ai ni ng r equi r ement .  

Section 6.   21. 11 ( 6)  of  t he Supr eme Cour t  Rul es i s amended 

t o r ead:   

21. 11 ( 6)  The t r ai ni ng pr ovi ded i n ( 1)  t hr ough ( 3)  and ( 5)  

shal l  emphasi ze t he r ol e and t he i mpor t ance of  t he cont r i but i ons 

of  nonl awyer publ i c member  par t i c i pant s i n t he l awyer  r egul at i on 

syst em.  

Section 7.  22. 04 ( 3)  of  t he Supr eme Cour t  Rul es i s amended 

t o r ead:   

22. 04 ( 3)  The di st r i ct  commi t t ee shal l  conduct  an 

i nvest i gat i on and f i l e an i nvest i gat i ve r epor t  wi t h t he di r ect or  

wi t hi n 90 days af t er  t he dat e of  r ef er r al t he r espondent ' s r i ght  

t o r equest  subst i t ut i on of  t he i nvest i gat or  assi gned t o t he 
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mat t er  under  sub.  ( 2)  as a mat t er  of  r i ght  t er mi nat es or  has 

been wai ved.   The commi t t ee chai r per son,  wi t h not i ce t o t he 

gr i evant  and r espondent ,  may r equest  an ext ensi on of  t i me t o 

compl et e t he i nvest i gat i ve r epor t  f r om t he di r ect or .   The 

commi t t ee chai r per son shal l  set  f or t h t he r easons f or  t he 

r equest  and t he dat e by whi ch a r epor t  wi l l  be f i l ed i n a 

wr i t t en r equest  f or  t he ext ensi on.   The di r ect or  may appr ove or  

deny t he r equest ,  i n t he di r ect or ' s di scr et i on.   The 

i nvest i gat i ve r epor t  shal l  out l i ne t he r el evant  f act ual  

al l egat i ons and i dent i f y possi bl e mi sconduct ,  i f  any,  and may 

make a r ecommendat i on as t o t he di sposi t i on of  t he mat t er .   The 

di st r i ct  commi t t ee shal l  i ncl ude i n r epor t s t o t he di r ect or  al l  

r el evant  excul pat or y and i ncul pat or y i nf or mat i on obt ai ned.  

Section 8.   22. 25 ( 3)  of  t he Supr eme Cour t  Rul es i s amended 

t o r ead:   

22. 25 ( 3)  I f  t he speci al  i nvest i gat or  det er mi nes t hat  t her e 

i s not  suf f i c i ent  i nf or mat i on t o suppor t  an al l egat i on of  

possi bl e mi sconduct ,  t he speci al  i nvest i gat or  may cl ose t he 

mat t er .   The speci al  i nvest i gat or  shal l  not i f y t he gr i evant  i n 

wr i t i ng t hat  t he gr i evant  may obt ai n r evi ew by t he speci al  

pr el i mi nar y r evi ew panel  of  t he c l osur e by submi t t i ng a wr i t t en 

r equest  t o t he speci al  i nvest i gat or .   The r equest  f or  r evi ew 

must  be r ecei ved by t he speci al  i nvest i gat or  wi t hi n 30 days 

af t er  t he dat e of  t he l et t er  not i f y i ng t he gr i evant  of  t he 

c l osur e.   The speci al  i nvest i gat or  shal l  send t he r equest  f or  

r evi ew t o t he speci al  pr el i mi nar y r evi ew panel  consi st i ng of  4 

l awyer s and 3 nonl awyer spubl i c member s appoi nt ed by t he supr eme 
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cour t  and havi ng a quor um of  4 member s.   Member s of  t he speci al  

pr el i mi nar y r evi ew panel  ser ve st agger ed 3- year  t er ms.   A member  

may ser ve not  mor e t han 2 consecut i ve 3- year  t er ms.   Upon a 

t i mel y r equest  by t he gr i evant  f or  addi t i onal  t i me,  t he speci al  

i nvest i gat or  shal l  r epor t  t he r equest  t o t he chai r per son of  t he 

speci al  pr el i mi nar y r evi ew panel ,  who may ext end t he t i me f or  

submi ssi on of  addi t i onal  i nf or mat i on r el at i ng t o t he r equest  f or  

r evi ew.   I f  t he panel  af f i r ms t he i nvest i gat or ' s det er mi nat i on,  

t he speci al  pr el i mi nar y r evi ew panel  shal l  i nf or m t he gr i evant .   

The panel ' s deci s i on af f i r mi ng cl osur e of  t he mat t er  i s f i nal .   

I f  t he panel  does not  concur  i n t he i nvest i gat or ' s 

det er mi nat i on,  i t  shal l  di r ect  t he i nvest i gat or  t o i ni t i at e an 

i nvest i gat i on of  t he mat t er .  

I T I S ORDERED t hat  not i ce of  t hi s amendment  of  Supr eme 

Cour t  Rul es 21. 06,  21. 07,  21. 10,  21. 11,  22. 04 and 22. 25 be gi ven 

by a s i ngl e publ i cat i on of  a copy of  t hi s or der  i n t he of f i c i al  

st at e newspaper  and i n an of f i c i al  publ i cat i on of  t he St at e Bar  

of  Wi sconsi n.  

Dat ed at  Madi son,  Wi sconsi n,  t hi s 5t h day of  May,  2005.  

 
BY THE COURT:  
 
 
 
Cor nel i a G.  Cl ar k 
Cl er k of  Supr eme Cour t
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